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In this issue:

Some members still have to pay this year’s membership
fee. We have kept these members on our mailing list,
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even from previous years. The HTA (Malta) appreciates
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if you could settle this year’s fee.
Membership fee is kept to a mimum of €5 despite the
costs incurred by publications and printing.

………………………………………………….. 2

Send your name and surname, address, telephone
number and email address to the Treasurer’s address

“One of the biggest challenges facing history teachers

hereunder. Cheques are to be made payable to LGħaqda tal-Għalliema tal-Istorja.

in England is how to deliver all the benefits which

Mr. Alex Cutajar, 23, Ave Maria, Triq M.A. Vassalli, Ħal Qormi
QRM 3414.

the study of the past might bestow on young people,

PUBLICATIONS

in the very limited curriculum time available.”

We remind you that the HTA (Malta) publishes from time
to time. Kindly contact us if you wish to order any of
the back copies.

Terry Haydn (2012)
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(p. 54)

Editorial
This issue is concerned with the publication of the new
National Curriculum Framework (NCF), lauched in February
2013. We are hereby focusing on excerpts from the NCF
which concern the subject of History to see how it is treated.
On a positive note, the HTA is pleased to note that the NCF
takes on board the suggestion made by Prof Yosanne Vella
during the consultation process to change the term Citizenship
Education, as this was the term used in the draft versions, to
Humanities.
One cannot, however, but raise a thought of concern over the
amount of curriculum time allocated to History. In the Lower
Secondary years, the area Humanities and Education for
Democracy are allotted 10% of the curriculum time, while for
the Senior Secondary years Humanities is grouped with
Religious and Ethics Education, Education for Democracy and
Visual and Performing Arts with 10% of the curriclum time.
This begs the question: If, according to the NCF, “30%
equates to at least 12 lessons a week and 12.5% equates to
at least 5 lessons a week” (p. 17), how many lessons for
History would 10% mean? How will lessons be worked out in
the Senior Years when History has to jostle for a position with
a greater number of subjects than in the Lower Secondary?
Indeed, Haydn’s citation on the first page of this newsletter
remains a timely advice, for England as much as for Malta.
Alex Cutajar
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(p. 36)

Noticeboard


The new National Curriculum Framework has
been published. The official document can be downloaded by following the link from the website of the
Ministry of Education. It would be as well if teachers are
aware of the provisions of the NCF.

https://www.education.gov.mt/

6

3

The place of History in the National
Curriculum Framework

(p. 18)

Following are excerpts from the National Curriculum Framework
showing references to the subject of History.

(p. 8).

(p. 23)
(p. 18)
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