Along his life Sant was called to sit on a number of committees. In recent
years (1996) he was Chairperson of the Subsidies Committee for Literary
Works, a post he occupied to the best of his abilities till his health permitted
it. He was also asked to chair the Organising Committee for the 200
anniversary of the coming of the French to Malta, a charge he also undertook
with exemplary drive. Michael likewise formed part of the sub-committee on
education of the Mosta Local Council. He was awarded the ‘Gieh il-Mosta’ by
the Mosta Local Council posthumously in 1999.
Above all, Michael will be remembered for his sense of friendship and
attitude of frankness which caused him never to refuse anyone and offer his
help when this was required, be it his students or any other.
Michael A. Sant passed on to a better life following some years of ill health
on 3 May 1999.
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With the beginning of a new scholastic year, it is time for
membership renewal. We have kept our membership
fee a mimum of €5 despite the costs incurred by

“Too often History seems to mean battles and wars,
disasters and death, politicians and power struggles,

publications and printing.
Send your name and surname, address, telephone

and yet human experience and achievement is so much
more. One of our problems is the difficult choices of
scope, breadth and depth.”

number and email address to the Treasurer’s address
hereunder. Cheques are to be made payable to LGħaqda tal-Għalliema tal-Istorja.
Mr. Alex Cutajar, 23, Ave Maria, Triq M.A. Vassalli, Ħal Qormi
QRM 3414.

Dean Smart (2012)
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Michael A. Sant (1934-1999)

Editorial
The HTA (Malta) is proud to present you with the sixth
issue of its Newsletter, which has now become an
established line of

communication with the history

teaching community.
Since the last issue, the Annual General Meeting was
held.

The positions held by the Committee members

were re-confirmed.
For the Association, the beginning of another scholastic
year means another Michael A. Sant Memorial Lecture.
This year’s speaker was Dr Dean Smart who spoke about
curricular issues regarding history.
This was the
eleventh memorial lecture—indeed, another interesting
and enlighting discussion. The paper given by Dr Smart
will be posted to our members. More information about
this year’s lecture is found on pages 4 and 5.
We would like to remind you of the membership renewal
for the scholastic year 2012-13.

We appreciate if you

encourage other colleagues sharing the same interests in
history teaching to join the Association.
Finally, we welcome material which lies within the scope
of this newsletter to feature in forthcoming issues.

Michael A. Sant was born on 14
February 1934 at Mosta. The research he carried out about his native town is extensive. Starting in
1950, his student-teacher’s project
was entitled Il-Mosta bil-Knejjes
Tagħha. Later on his paper ‘Malta fi
żmien il-bini tal-Knisja tal-Mosta’
was published in the book Storja
tal-Mosta bil-Knisja Taghha by E.B.
Vella et. al. Sant’s publications included two books, namely “Sette
Giugno” 1919 Tqanqil u Tibdil
(1989) and Il-Mosta fi żmien ilħakma tal-Kavallieri ta’ San Ġwann
(1996). Sant’s research also featured in various issues of the Annual of the
Socjetà Filarmonika Santa Marija, Mosta. He was a regular contributor to this
Annual and one finds ‘Malta u l-Maltin fl-ewwel snin tas-seklu sbatax zmien ittwelid tal-paroċċa tal-Mosta u l-bini tal-knisja l-qadima’ (1994) and ‘Il-Mosta
fiż-Żmenijiet tan-Nofs – Xi ħjiel ta’ tagħrif li nsibu’ (1996). But Sant’s versatility
was evident in the longish poems he wrote about his Mosta. Thus one finds ‘Il
-Mosta fil-poeżija – Il-Mosta ġrajjiet u tifkiriet’ (1997) and ‘Il-Leggenda ta’
Wied Speranza’ (1998). One cannot also miss his chapter ‘Mosta through the
ages’ in the publication Mosta: The Heart of Malta (1996).
Michael Sant was also a pioneer in the teaching of History on modern lines.
In his capacity as Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Education, he introduced
such new pedagogy to his students and thus also launched an innovative
methodology, which was thus practised in schools. Sant did much work in the
field of education. He published a number of articles on the history of
education. He also completed a set of workbooks on various historical sites,
which were published by the Department of Education in 1990.

Alex Cutajar
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our subject sits.
9.

Noticeboard

Engage with communities we serve, and listen for multiple
voices in debates.

10.


Following the Annual General Meeting held
on 4 July 2012, the positions within the HTA
were re-confirmed for the scholastic year 20122013:

Recognise the limits of personal knoweldge and experience,
and seek new perspectives and multi-perspectivity.

11.

Develop a criticical awareness of our pedagogic toolkit.

12.

Have a strong sens of (moral) purpose, route and destination.

President: Dr. George Cassar
Vice-President: Prof. Yosanne Vella
Secretary: Ms. Pauline Cassar

At the end of the day it is a question of decision-making for what we

Treasurer: Mr. Alex Cutajar

plan, what we choose to teach alongside students’ positive

Public Relations Officer: Mr. Adrian Zahra

experiences constitute the essential elements of a curriculum.


Euroclio’s November newsletter is out.
Follow the link from Euroclio’s website.
http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/networks
-wide-world-of-history-education/newsletters-amonthly-issues-roundup

Following the lecture, everyone was welcomed to some light
refreshments.
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Michael A. Sant Memorial Lecture
The

eleventh

Micahel

A.

Sant

Memorial lecture was held on 23
October 2012.

This year’s guest

speaker was Dr Dean Smart , Senior

It is worth reflecting on these statements in order to be in a better

Lecturer in History and Citizenship

position to make curriculum choices. If we are already aware of them,

Education at the University of the

they should perhaps serve to refresh our approach.

West of England in Bristol, who spoke
about

‘Developing

historical

understanding: interpretation and multiperspectivity revisited.’
Dr. Dean Smart’ basis his argument on Voltaire’s statement that ‘history
is nothing more than a tableau of crimes and misfortunes’ – for history
is replete with battles and wars, disasters and death, politicians and
power struggles. While emphasising that everything, everyone and everywhere has a history, and for many people there may be too many history, for Dr. Smart “making sense of the past is not often easy, nor
straightforward.” Therefore it is “… hard to decide what should go into
our school histories and clouds
where school history should start
ad where it should come to a
stop.” This urges Dr. Smart to
reflect on the notion that history
in schools should be more than
just crimes and misfortunes and
to suggest criteria for teachers in
making curriculum choices.
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1.

Check the learning journey details.

2.

Know what history is, what it isn’t, and be able to justify and
defend the subject.

3.

Develop a robust understanding of historical significance.

4.

Understand the contested nature of our subject and the
influences on its pedagogical development.

5.

Know the difference between knowledge and useful knowledge.

6.

Ensure young people know why they are studying a topic.

7.

Ensure that diversity and difference are features of teaching and
learning history lessons.

8.

Know, and learn more, about the international context in which
5

