
 

 

The Blog 
http://htamalta.wordpress.com/ 

Our Association has just lauched its new blog.  The aim of the blog is to 

keep contact with History teachers by means of the internet and to help 

spread an awareness of the educational initiatives of the Association.  In 

this blog one can read about the history the HTA, reviews of books and 

teaching material published by our Association, articles which featured 

in local newspapers, and a list of websites useful to History teachers.  

One can also post comments. 

Keep in touch ... 

 

info.htamalta@gmail.com 
 

Join the HTA (Malta) 
 

Send us your name and surname, address, telephone 

number and email address to the Secretary’s address 

hereunder.  Membership is €5.  Cheques are to be made 

payable to L-Għaqda tal-Għalliema tal-Istorja. 

 
Mr. Alex Cutajar, 23, Ave Maria, Triq M.A. Vassalli, Ħal Qormi  

QRM 3414.   
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L-G]aqda tal-Għalliema tal-Istorja 
History Teachers’  Association 

 

 

“History properly taught can help men to 

become critical and humane, just as wrongly 

taught, it can turn them into bigots and fanatics.” 

Hill, C. (1953) 
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Editorial 
Welcome to the first issue of this newsletter published by the History 

Teachers’ Association (Malta). With this newsletter the Committee of 

the HTA would like to establish and maintain a contact with History 

teachers to keep you informed about issues that are of concern to you  

and central to the teaching of History. 

 

In this first issue we are going to have a look at the aims of the HTA 

(Malta), the last Michael A. Sant Memorial Lecture and the new blog.  

Our aim is that in each issue we keep you updated with articles about 

issues and skills that are central to the subject of History.  Also, we will  

be bringing to your notice the latest news from EUROCLIO.  The HTA  

(Malta) has been publishing since 1995, when it was set up, and in each 

issue we will discuss the usefulness of these teaching resources. 

 

While we trust that you find this newsletter interesting, we welcome 

your suggestions and concerns.  We also encourage you to submit 

articles to be featured in this newsletter.  You can contact us on the 

following email address: info.htamalta@gmail.com  

The Committe members of the HTA (Malta) for the 

scholastic year 2010-2011 are: 

 

President: Dr. George Cassar 

Vice-President: Dr. Yosanne Vella 

Secretary: Ms. Pauline Cassar 

Treasurer: Mr. Alex Cutajar 

Public Relations Officer: Mr. Adrian Zahra 

University Student Representative: Ms. Samantha Abela 
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EUROCLIO 
The History Teachers’ Association (Malta) is a member 

of EUROCLIO, the European Association of History 

Educators.  The most salient moment in the HTA’s 

history was in March 2006 when the local HTA organised 

the annual EUROCLIO conference. The topic of 

discussion was ‘Using History Skills and Concepts to 

Promote an Awareness of European Citizenship’.  In 

total 140 people from 36 countries travelled to Malta to 

participate. 

 

In this section we will update you with the latest news 

from EUROCLIO.  We encourage you to browse through 

the website of EUROCLIO and have a look at the 

projects and initiatives taken by History teachers in 

European countries. 

http://www.euroclio.eu/site/ 

… cont. from p. 6. 

not get a proper idea of History. Today it is useless to emphasise the    

content, as students can easily find the facts on the Internet and from 

other sources. However, the Maltese situation does not permit this, as 

the syllabus is really vast.  In five years of secondary school the      

present syllabus has to cover the whole period from prehistoric times 

to 20th century Malta, and all this with just one or two lessons per 

week. This turns History into a race against time, a feat which is quite 

difficult to win. Teachers need to accelerate in their output as the    

exams approach. Various teachers point out that exam papers,         

especially those of the SEC Examination, are full of details. This re-

strains them from teaching History using skills and concepts (4).  
 
(1)  Zahra, A. (2003).  Is ‘new history’ still being taught in Maltese Secondary schools? Unpublished    
       B.Ed (Hons) dissertation, University of Malta, 16. 
(2)  Jenkins, K. (1991).  Rethinking History.  Routledge, 16. 
(3)  Zahra, 17-18. 
(4)  Ibid., 19 -20.  
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The Teaching of History 

Concepts and skills in today’s History classrooms 
 

A lot of people still think that History is just the mere cramming of 

dates and facts, which have to be studied by heart at school. History, 

apart from creating an awareness of what happened in the past, can help 

students to develop the skills and concepts needed in everyday life.  

Luckily in today’s Maltese History classes more importance is being 

given to skills and concepts, rather than to just dates and facts as was 

done before (1). Teaching History just through facts and dates will re-

duce the subject to a boring exercise. 

 

Concepts and skills are rather complex to define. Both can be divided 

into two aspects. Concepts can be either specifically historical, such as 

‘feudalism’, ‘nationalism’ and ‘democracy’, or procedural.  The latter 

include the concept of time, evidence, cause and effect, continuity and 

change, and similarity and difference (2). In History lessons students 

need the general skills of vocabulary acquisition, reference skills, 

memorisation, comprehension, analysis, extrapolation, judgement, and 

evaluation.  There are also specific historical skills that students need to 

acquire such as the ability to use chronological evidence and historical 

evidence and also the capability to empathise with the people in the 

past. 

 

Skills and concepts cannot be taught at the expense of knowledge (3). 

This is realised by our History teachers.  Concepts, skills and content 

complement each other.  If any one of them is missing, the student will         

                                                                                                  cont. on p. 7. 

In this page we will be looking at various aspects from the teaching and 

learning of History.  This first article is by Adrian Zahra.  
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Noticeboard 

     
 

 

 

 

�  Spread an awareness of History, especially    

         Maltese History; 

 

�      Encourage initiatives and activities  

         relevant to History; 

 

�  Support History teachers by publishing  

         books, articles and educational material for  

         use in the History classroom; 

 

�      Organise a yearly lecture to keep alive the   

         memory of Michael A. Sant while  

         discussing issues about the pedagogy of  

         History. 

 

     The aims of the Association: 
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Michael A. Sant Memorial 
Lecture  

Michael A. Sant was born in Mosta on February 

14, 1934.  He was Senior Lecturer of History 

pedagogy at the Faculty of Education, University 

of Malta.   

 

It was in this field that Mr Sant was a pioneer, 

where he introduced innovative methodology 

based on ‘New History’ teaching. 

To keep alive the memory of Michael A. 

Sant, the HTA (Malta) organises an annual 

lecture about the teaching of History. 

On October 6, 2010, the HTA (Malta) held 

the ninth Michael A. Sant Memorial Lecture, 

the topic being Developing Historical 

Understanding: interpretation and 

multiperspectivity revisited.  The guest speaker was Dr Robert 

Stradling, from the Institute of Education, University of Edinburgh. 

Sant published a number of books and articles.  The books Sette Giugno 1919, 

Tqanqil u Tibdil (1989) and Il-Mosta fi żmien il-ħakma tal-Kavallieri ta’ San 

Ġwann (1996) are testimony to his love towards his hometown.  He also 

worked on a series of ten workbooks, which the Department of Education 

published in 1990, for students to work on historical sites. 

 

A great number of History teachers have been mentored by Michael A. Sant.   

Indeed, he is going to be widely remembered for his conspicuous work in the 

field of education, which he continued to do with zeal and commitment till the 

very end.   
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Publications 

Dr Stradling spoke at length 

about the issue of interpretation 

and its significance.  The 

interpretations which historians 

give to particular historical 

events differ.  Some might even be contradictory.  It is for this reason 

that one has to anaylse different perspectives.  Students must be aware 

of these trends when dealing with historical evidence.  Dr Stradling 

explained all this by means of examples from the histories of countries 

as Russia, the USA and Algeria.  These helped focus the discussion and 

furnished teachers with practical ideas for use in the History classroom.  

The paper by Dr Stradling was distributed to those present. 

The latest publication of the HTA is Teaching Change & Continuity in History: 

Religion in Medieval Malta, by Dr Yosanne Vella, Vice-President of the HTA and 

Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Education, University of Malta.  The article 

hereunder about this publication was featured in The Sunday Times, November 14, 

2010. 

Teaching Change and Continuity in History; Religion in 

Medieval Malta is a new History Teachers’ Association 

publication.  This is a teaching pack for history teachers 

who teach secondary school students.  ‘Change and 

Continuity’ can be particularly difficult history concepts 

to teach secondary school students and this pack offers 

a number of teaching resources which help support 

students’ understanding.  The pack includes a lesson 

plan, whiteboard displays including a large Maltese 

Medieval timeline, posters, handouts with primary and 

secondary sources, student handouts and worksheets.  The history topic 

of  ‘Religion in Medieval Malta’ is an ideal vehicle to teach ‘Change and 

Continuity’ for it is a contested historic theme which can provoke much 

debate amongst academics.  The teaching approach in this pack invites 

students to draw their own interpretation based on the evidence. 
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