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“Political cartoons will invariably, by dint of their nature, 

elicit a range of responses ... Political cartoons, as images, have 

an immediacy which has the ability, with little or no 

accompanying writing, to portray a message that touches the 

emotions.” 

Wassermann, J. (2013) 
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Editorial 

Welcome to another issue of our newsletter, the first for this scholastic year, and the 

ninth since we have started issuing it. For the HTA the month of October brings with 

it the Michael A. Sant Memorial Lecture which has by now become a fixed yearly 

event. This year’s guest speaker was Professor Johann Wassermann from the     

University of KwaZulu-Natal in Durban, South Africa.  The topic of the paper pre-

sented was ‘The teaching and learning of history by means of political cartoons—

some theoretical and practical considerations.’  Prof Wassermann discussed the   

power of political of cartoons in history teaching and used cartoons from South     

Africa as an example. An article about this lecture is found in this issue.  

 

More activities are in the pipeline.  This scholastic year we shall be organising a visit 

to Mdina. Paid up members will get a free group entrance ticket to Palazzo Falson. 

Members will also benefit from free entrance to St. John’s co-Cathedral in Valletta.  

 

We are bringing to your attention the latest newsletter by EUROCLIO. Browsing 

through EUROCLIO’s website one gets acquainted with the many projects            

undertaken by this European Association. One such project is Historiana. You may 

glean a lot of valuable ideas for your teaching of history and become aware of the 

latest issues concerning history education.  

 

More and more teachers and educators are getting in touch with us either through 

email or our Facebook page. We encourage you to keep doing so in order to     

maintain a healthy line of communication.  

 

Finally we welcome any suggestion you would like to forward or any article which 

you may wish to feature in this newsletter. 

 

Alex Cutajar 

Following the Annual General Meeting held on 1 July 2013, the new com-

mittee of the HTA for the scholastic year 2013-2014 is composed of: 

President: Dr George Cassar                    Vice-President: Prof Yosanne Vella 

Secretary:  Ms Pauline Cassar                  Treasurer:  Mr Alex Cutajar 

PRO and webmaster:  Mr Adrian Zahra    Member:  Ms Jennifer Bugeja 
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Noticeboard 

The latest issue of EUROCLIO’s newsletter is out.  You can check out the website of 

EUROCLIO for back issues of newsletters.  This constitutes an important source of 

updates of activities organised by various history teaching associations across       

Europe.  The October newsletter featured the M.A. Sant Memorial lecture organised 

by our HTA. 

http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/component/acymailing/archive/view/listid-1-mailing_list/mailid-68-euroclio-

newsletter-november  

 

http://euroclio.eu/new/  
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M. A. Sant Memorial Lecture 

15 October 2013 

This year’s M.A. Sant Memorial Lecture was 

held on 15 October. This was the twelfth in 

this series of lectures, organised jointly by the 

HTA (Malta) and the Faculty of Education,  

University of Malta.  The guest speaker was 

Professor Wassermann from the University of 

KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, South Africa.  The paper which he gave was entitled 

’Teaching and learning history by means of political cartoons—some theoretical and 

practical considerations.’ 

The importance of cartoons in the teaching and learning of history has for long been 

recognised. As visual sources, they help engage and maintain students attention and 

by means of thoughtful questions teachers can help extend students knowledge and 

understanding. Prof Wassermann 

expounded on this and remarked 

that political cartoons also touch 

one’s emotions: “political cartoons 

can take on totemic like power, 

especially when emotions are 

touched by the people depicted, 

with readers responding as if the 
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image is real and the people 

in it alive.”  The speaker also 

asked some pertinent   

questions which offer a lot of 

food for thought: Can      

political cartoons be viewed 

as legitimate historical evidence?  What do political cartoons offer learners that is dif-

ferent from other historical evidence?  How can political cartoons compliment other 

sources of historical evidence?  What are the major concerns about political cartoons 

as historical evidence?  The         

theoretical framework presented was 

placed in the    context of political 

cartoons from South Africa. 

 

The lecture was very-well presented.  

The published paper is yet another initiative undertaken by the HTA (Malta) to help 

disseminate pedagogical insights among undergraduate students, history teachers 

and educators.   
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On 10 November 2013, our Association participated in Discovery Week organised by 

the University of Malta with a series of two presentations entitled ‘Sharing effective 

practices in history teaching’.    The topic centred around Medieval Malta. 

 

Prof Yosanne Vella focused on the con-

cepts of change and continuity while tack-

ling the topic of religion during the Middle   

Ages.  The time-line helped the           

participants to locate themselves in time.  

The various sources presented, both pri-

mary and secondary, helped the partici-

pants decide whether there was a complete change to Christianity following the Nor-

man conquest of 1091 or whether there was continuity with Islam. 

 

Mr Adrian Zahra centred his presentation on the use of a Medieval map of Malta.  

Following a close analysis of Maltese Medieval villages, participants were asked to 

compare it with a modern map of Malta.  In this way, the changes that took place 

along the years, even where it comes to place names, could be clearly identified. 

University of Malta 

Discovery Week—November 2013 

If you would like to send us any correspondence or query, or order copies of HTA 

publications, kindly contact us on 

info.htamalta@gmail.com 


